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Conference at the Pentagon with General Phoumi 


I attended a two -hour meeting this afternoon at the Pentagon 
War Room with Lt.Gen. Wheeler.. Chief of the Joint Staff, in the 
c h a i r. About two dozen of our military were present. General 
Phoumi was accompanied by General Ouans, Ambassador Sisouk an d 
Cbarg£ d' Affaires Chantharasy. 


General Wheeler at the outset asked Phoumi for his assess- ; 
meat of PL/Kong Le capabilities in the event military activity 
should be resumed. In response Phoumi gave a long account of 
developments since the Hong Le coup on August 9 with emphasis 
on the military aspects. There followed a question period of 
about an hour during which the following points which seemed to me 
of special interest emerged: 

1. Phoumi is aware of the general lines of SEATO plans. 

2. He continues to exaggerate the size of the Viet Hinh 
forces in Laos, a point which was not challenged. 

3. Be can hold the South much more easily than the North 
and seems to conceive of the Nam Ca Dlnh as the dividing line. 

4* The only point he made when asked to comment was to 
request more rapid handling of his requests for logistical 
support. 
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The following are my notes on the conference: 

• *• . 1 

Pen. Wheeler : Could you give us your assessment of PfylKong Le 
capabilities if military activity starts again? r y 


E.O. 


: Phoumi : Before answering your question I should like to express 
my hope that my stay here will be as profitable as possible. 
First Z should like to review the capabilities of the PL/Kong L 
forces 8 luce the coup on August 9 . Before that date the RLG had 
almost achieved the elimination of the PL. The coup was not 
initially Communist-inspired but it gave the Communists in an d 
near Vientiane, an opportunity to take advantage of the situation 
The large quantity of weapons in the depots permitted the PL to 
equip almost 10,000 men. Of these perhaps only one-tenth were 
hard-core P L. On August 9 I fortunately was in Luang Prabang 
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with moot members of the iv.-v-r nmeat tc arr-re~s for- the funeral 
of the King. Shortly after the coup the political situation 
became complicated and I v:?.o forced to aerre to a government 
under Souvanna to bring Vientiane back to normal . However, 

Souvanna was not able to control the situation and was forced 
to go along with ?L plans. These went so far or to obligate him 
to ask for military aid from the Bloc a decision taken in 
December which changed the situation entirely. The Government 
immediately tried to eliminate us. At that time we lacked precise 
information on the forces against us; we only knew that they were 
strong. We were forced to take a mi 1 it»t*y t>osition to deal with the 
situation in Vientiane and eventually attacked and liberated the 
city. However, we were not able to destroy all enemy forces 
primarily because we wanted to prevent destruction of the city. 

V’e hoped to pursue the enemy end destroy him near Vang Viang. 

But the Viet Minh at this time launched a series of attacks on 
our frontier poets, (it thi3 point Phoumi went to a map and 
explained where these attacks had taken place.) 


While our forces were strong enough tc stop these attacks, 
the USSR decided to supply the PL and sent the Viet Minh to 
Huong Het and Ban Ban, thus permitting Kong Le and the Viet Minh 
to move into the Plaine des Jarres. We were forced to withdraw. 
At that time the enemy forces were not very well known to U3 
but included about half of the 2nd Airborne Battalion— not more 
than about 3 to 4, COO— and net more than 5 or 6 Viet Minh bat- 
talions. The enemy launched strong attacks against Vang Viang 
and moved toward Luang Prabcag. Our forces were reinforced but 
the Viet Minh were heavily reinforced and have not withdrawn . 

The forces against U3 now consist of 6 battalions of Lao end 
3 Viet Minh divisions (27 to 30 battalions). These forceB are 
supported by air drops and trucks . The roads from the DRV into 
Laos are being improved for example, from the 17th Parallel to 
Tchapone. On one important convoy route we have observed 
hundreds of trucks. 

If hostilities are resumed we can expect strong pressure 
against Luang Prabang, Thakek and other points. Furthermore, the 
Chinese have been reinforced near Huong Sing. In the South the 
enemy forces could threaten Hue and Nhatrang in Viet -Ham. 

As for enemy air, we have seen only transport-type aircraft. 

General Wheeler: Is the road to tho Plaine des Jarres (from the 
LEV) all-weather? 

Phoumi: It is normally usable only during the dry season but the 
rains are not yet in fall force. 


Question : Are there many bridges? 
Phoumi : Yes . 


Gen . Wheeler: 



4 


1 



Gen. Wheeler : What about the capabilities of the FAL? 

Phoumi: Our forces total about 60,000-* *18,000 auto-defense and 
42 '606 regulars and semi -regulars. In view of current enemy 
strength we are not able to establish a classical-type defensive 
position. In the North we could conduct holding operations, but 
in the South our positions would be firmer. 


Gan. Wheeler: If hostilities begin again could you hold Luang 
Frahang in view of strong enemy forces in the North? 

Phoumi: Laos north of the Nam Ca Dinh would be very difficult to 
bold . If we could release forces now in the South I could of 
course act more strongly in the North. This was basically our 
idea if we could get the help of Thailand and Viet -Nam. We could 
hold the South much more easily than the North. 

gen. Wheeler : What about the effect of the current training program? 

Phoumi: This is taken into account in my estimate of my ability 
to bold in the South. 1 am satisfied with the training and feel 
that its affect is quite good. 

Adm. Wallings : Could you hold Vientiane fcf two weeks to a month? 

Phoumi : Yos, if enemy is not further reinforced. 

Adm. Wei lings : Would this not be particularly true during the 
rains? 


Phoumi : This is why things are quiet now. 

Gen. Beintges: Sould one rely on the rains as a deterrent to 
infantry movements? 


Phoumi : This war has become classical in that the enemy's heavy 
artillery is more or less immobilised during the rains. 


Gen. 


PSAP): If you had good air support to stop the Russian 
prevent truck movements and provide close air support and 


interdiction, what would you be able to do? 


Ihoomi: It would be easy to retake all places now in the hands 
oft 5 s enemy. 

"*•1 

Gen. Page: If you were relieved by friendly forces at key points 
ifrr>i4 gi ven air support , could you launch a major offensive? 


' Phoumi: 
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Phoumi : Yes, this is what we envisage. In ca33 of open h03tlli 
ties we could expect our friends to occupy key points and we 
could then launch an offensive. 

Adm , Wei lings : What about the ability of the Hsos to hold out? 

Phoumi : They are volunteers and excellent guerrillas but not 
effective in classical combat. There is no trouble with them 
unless they are faced with heavy weapons as they were at Ban 
Padong. Our Keo units roam all over Xieng Kfcouang. 

R.Adm. Lee : Could you comment on the Zurich talks? 

Phoumi : Their only meaning is the agreement to respect the 
monarchy and the constitution; the rest of the communique 
represents a policy statement by the three Princes as guide 
lines for a new government. 

R.Adm. Lee : Is there any hope for a truly neutral government? 
Phoumi: Very difficult . 


in. Cams 


: Are the Piet Hinh well-led and aggressive? 


Phoumi : They are quite well trained, equipped and led and some 
what more effective than the South Vietnamese forces. 

Pen. Caros: If fighting resumes, how much of the PAL would be 


Phoumi : This is hard to estimate. In the North we would fight 
as guerrillas. In the South our units are now being trained for 
anti-guerrilla operations. 

Pen* Fontana (USA?): Which side benefits more from the cease-fire 


Phoumi: I can't say we are bene fitting because only our units 
are controlled. We had hoped that the ICC could control the 
Viet Hinh and CEXCOHS. 

Pen. Fontana : What prevents enemy movements? 

Phoumi : Nothing. They move about quite freely. 

Adm. Heinz : Has the performance of the PAL varied according to 
the officers? Can you identify the better commanders and put 
them in the critical spots? 

Phoumi: 
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Pboimi: This is a major problem, but the auaUtv of* f ho *rr< A 

Ss-IJ’roved. Ths, Eoog is coup affected aiuv'offiKr^wfSe 
of the disciplinary problem involved. r “ °ecause 

A d m^ Lee : Is discipline eroding during the cease-fire? 
^sS.° ea33 - fl - *** forcod “ t0 toenaa* our disciplinary 
Phoumi was invited to ask questions or to comment. 

m. LTor'Z ?orc«faSn? «» best 

this objective . i staid like to 2k tat “ 0OT Pli=h 

S. q,Ilokly as posslble - rnle 13 . 

jfe fe'gE . V&Tg Alr°Porce Sffi ?? k , 

SOTnSee 80 13 almfted • »« have tried to b&ld^P^sSrt!’ 

supplies. Do you have any shortages now? up ca ^ erie - 

S : .t T & t sgt le tJSe! sa i jsSiTsasrs s ; r*.*- - 

than San PrancisS or Hawaii. See £ depot near ®^ 

M w^V e^estT ”* Perfect ' We “ U *<*<>* 

(The meeting adjourned at about 4:30 None nr *■*<> 

sat neer S aomi 1 bSt y «h art e la the discussions . Oeneral Ouane 

consul ted^by^Phouni dS£ (Se^tiS?) “ d "■ “* 
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